
Year 4: Saving Our World 

1. Key Vocabulary 

English — dystopian, utopian, society, adventure, instructions, poetry, 

literary device,  water cycle 

Maths — apparatus, percent, notation, continuous, totality, rectilinear, 

polyhedron, improper, prime, scaling, non-unit fraction, watch 

Science— sustainable, disposal, classification, hibernate, environment, 

consequences, objective, boiling point, consistent, state change, 

evaporation, water cycle. 

Humanities — industry, consequence, revolution, mill, impact, factory, 

transportation, effect, Industrial Revolution, groundwater, consume, 

conserve, non-renewable energy, renewable energy, solar energy, 

turbine, food miles, import, produced, turbine, fertile, precipitation, 

evaporation  

PSHE — intermediate, framework, military,  corporate , concentration, 

published, attributed, deduction, conference   

Art — wood cut, harsh, controlled , removed, comparison, jag-

ged, monochrome, blurred, faded, slanted, edition, relief print 

DT — reuse, synthetic, repurpose, brand, renew, seam, reduce, hem, 

canvas, running stitch, woven, lining 

Spanish — hace, abrigo, calor, chaqueta, frio, camisa, viento, vesti-

do, sol, botas, las estaciones, zapatos, lluvia, falda 

Computing — imagery, animation, HTML, URL, websites 

Music — medieval, musical detail,  renaissance, soundscape, pace, 

pentatonic, baroque, transition, classical, impact, tribal celebrate 

PE — Elevated, confined, banned, respiration, kinaesthetic, tense.  

3. English 

 

Fiction Units:  

In Summer 1, children will learn/study 

stories set in real places,. In Summer 

2, children will learn about dystopian 

literature, and study such written as 

adventure stories.  

 

Non-Fiction Units:  

In Summer 1, children will learn about 

The Water Cycle, by writing non-

chronological reports. Following this, 

in  Summer 2, they will be learning 

instructional writing, and will learn 

how to create a reusable bag. 

 

Poetry: 

Across the two terms, children will  be 

studying poems by a significant poet, 

Jamaican poet Valerie Bloom. They 

will learn her techniques and attempt 

to emulate them in their own poems. 
 

2. Curriculum Knowledge 

 To write and perform poetry inspired by Valerie Bloom. 

 To read, write and partition decimals up to two decimal places.  

 To use knowledge of addition and subtraction to solve problems. 

 To investigate different nets that will make an open cube.  

 To build and evaluate series and parallel circuits.  

 To identify the importance of evaporation and condensation in the water cycle. 

 To locate and follow the routes of key rivers in the United Kingdom using different mapping skills. 

 To investigate the impact of pollution on the water cycle. 

 To use a range of primary and secondary sources to find out what occurred during the Industrial 

Revolution.  

 To explore the social impact of the Industrial Revolution. 

 To experiment different printing techniques.  

 To identify what healthy relationships look like. 

4. Maths 

 Children will be taught number bonds to 10 

&100 to support understanding of decimals  

 Children will add or subtract amounts of mon-

ey (using £ and p) using whole multiples of £1 

and 10p ( i.e. 50p+20p=70p £14.50 +£5=£19.50) 

 Children will be taught how to use words to de-

scribe the time and be confident at telling the 

time as half past/to or quarter past/to the hour  

 Children should understand and recall the rela-

tionship between hours, days, months, years 

 Children should be able to calculate how many 

minutes to the next hour using mental methods 

or the inverse operation by subtracting from 60 

 Children should be confident reading picto-

grams where one picture represents 1, 2, 5 or 

10 , as well as tally charts.  

 Children should be able to recognise and 

name 2D and 3D shapes, types of lines and 

angles 

 Children should be able to identify the x and y 

axis on a graph from learning statistics 

 Children will be learning how to read and write 

co-ordinates in the first quadrant.  

5. Science 

Through research, investigations and 

enquiries the children will: 

 Recognise that living things can 

be grouped in a variety of ways   

 Explore and use classification keys 

to help group, identify and name a variety of living 

things in their local and wider environment   

 Recognise that environments can change and that this 

can sometimes pose dangers to living things. 

 Find out how to group different materials together, ac-

cording to whether they are solids, liquids or gases. 

 Observe that some materials change state when they 

are heated or cooled. 

 Identify the importance of evap-

oration and condensation in the 

water cycle. 

Enterprise Communication Well-Being Possibilities Environment 
Drivers:  Art/D&T: Creating 

a bag for life.  
English: Performance 
skills for poetry reading.  

PSHE: Understanding the 
importance of relation-
ships and boundaries. 

Science: Discuss opportunities 
to improve climate change to 
help all living things.  

Humanities: The impact of 
the industrial revolution on 
climate change.  



7. RE 

Buddhism. 
This term, the children will learn all about 

Buddhism. They will start by looking at The 

Buddha, and understand what is a Bud-

dha? They will look at how the Buddha 

taught people how to live and what is the im-

portance of a temple or 

a Buddhist centre? They will also focus on, why 

do Buddhists have images of 

the Buddha? 

6. History/ Geography 

History 

Children will be learning more about the Indus-

trial Revolution, how this developed and its 

impact on the world.  They will consider how 

the world’s climate has changed over time.  
Children will look in depth at: 

The timeline of the Industrial Revolution; an 

understanding of British, local and world histo-

ry. Children will explore how the Industrial Rev-

olution was a significant turning point in British 

history and the impact the Industrial Revolution 

had on climate change. 

 

Geography 

For their topic “Saving Our World”, the 
children will learn about the Water Cy-

cle and will think about the needs of the 

planet as a whole.  The children will find 

out where resources such as power and 

food come from, and look at ways in 

which natural resources can be con-

served.  Children will think about the carbon 

footprint and consider how their actions im-

pact others in the world and the changes they 

could make to try and ensure natural re-

sources are shared and there is enough for 

everyone.  

8. PSHE 

Summer 1: Managing mental wellbeing  

Pupils will be taught the facts about legal and 

illegal harmful substances and associated risks, 

specifically focusing on alcohol. They will also be 

focusing on mental wellbeing, understanding it is 

a normal part of daily life, in the same way as 

physical health. They’ll learn that there is a nor-
mal range of emotions (e.g. happiness, sadness, anger, fear, surprise, 

nervousness) and scale of emotions that all humans experience in 

relation to different experiences and situations. They’ll learn how to 
recognise and talk about their emotions, including having simple self-

care techniques, including the importance of rest, time spent with 

friends and family and the benefits of hobbies and interests.  

 
Summer 2: Changes  

Children will discuss the concept of change and understand the dif-

ferent kinds of change that they may experience. They will discuss 

their own personal experience of change, different emotions that 

they may feel in response and learn different coping strategies. In 

upper KS2, pupils will identify and discuss different physical and emo-

tional changes through puberty, as well as 

learning the scientific names for all body 

parts.  

9. Art/ DT 

This term in Art the children will be learn-

ing about Print making. They will be ex-

ploring a range of prints from the print-

makers Katsushika Hokusai, Elizabeth 

Catlett and Pablo Picasso. Children will 

be working towards practicing tech-

niques, planning, designing and evalu-

ating their own personal print on a bag 

for life 

In DT they will be focusing on creative 

processes and mastering techniques, 

children will be safely exploring a range 

of sewing techniques and having a go 

at attaching textiles and components. 

They will be applying all the skills learnt 

and attempt to create their own per-

sonalised bag for life. 

11. Computing 

Digital Imagery 

Children will be learning how to ani-

mate digital images to create short 

animations that show how climate 

change has affected the planet . 

 

Programming, Coding and Controlling 

Devices (Computer Science)  

Children edit websites using HTML 

12. Music 

Music History 1 (Up to Mozart) / Visual Music 2 

  

Children will begin to identify 

and describe the different 

purposes of music and the 

history of music, including 

Mozart.  

10. Spanish 

The weather/ the seasons 

Children will learn the Spanish words 

to describe the weather. They will also 

use the names of the seasons and the 

weather associated with each sea-

son. 

 

The clothes and the seasons 

Children will recap the names of 

the seasons and the weather for 

each season. They will look at 

names of clothes and what they 

will wear in the different seasons. 

13. PE 

Cricket 

Children will be taught how to bowl and bat 

and the basic rules of circlet.  

 

Rounders 

Children will be taught how to be the pitcher, 

batter and fielder. Children will learn the basic 

rules to rounders, building up to playing a full 

game.  


